SELECTIONS 
VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN TRE 


PUNJAB, NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, OUDH, 


AND THB 


CENTRAL PROVINCES, 
From the 8th to the 16th of May, 1868. 


~ PA PDLP AAA 


Tae Nusseem Jounpore, of the 14th of April, after extracts 
from English and other papers, mentions a report to the effect 
thit the Afreedee tribe had stopped the road through the Khy- 
ber pass, and that some twenty of them who came into Pesh- 
awur to sell cattle, had been seized and imprisoned, The 
writer says :—-‘* These people come within the Government. 
boundary and commit all sorts of enormities, so the Govern- 
ment has determined to threaten them, and if possible bring 
them to obedience. The Sirdar Ghulam Jaun, brother of 
Shumshood-deen, has arrived at Peshawur, and is in the Serai 
(native hotel) Nozi Khair-oolla, It is not true that he has 
come on business, as was falsely reported ; he has been turned 
out of his eountry by the Ameer Sa4zb, for conduct such as 


cannot be published.”’ 


The Nujm-ool Ukbar, of the 15th of May, after extracts 
from English papers, offers some remarks upon the evils re- 
sulting from the custem of dressing native children in costly 
jewellery, merely for the purpose of displaying them, The 
writer says, that “‘ Hindoostanees are generally speaking sugh - 
enemies to their own wigdom, that they are the means of cut- 
ting their own throats. They cannot understand the danger 


( 208 2 


of decorating their children with ornaments, and cannot 4 ; 
parently see how many have been sacrificed to the custom, 
No month passes by without some case of the-kind being re- 
corded ; and yet they will not take the warnings so often given, 
Until these people are put under some kind of restraint, they 
will not mind ; there can be no doubt that they lose their own 
by it, and yet do not take warning. If the Government have 
the welfare of the people at heart, an order will be passed, and 
the custom prohibited.” The writer, after giving the account 
of a child murder, with the object of robbing it of its orma- 


ments, concludes by saying ‘‘ that this is all the result of igno- 
rance.”’ 


The Julwatore, of the 16th of April; mentions the capture of 
a notorious robber in the Moozuffernuggur district. The Judge 
of that place is said to have acquitted him of a recent charge 
brought against him, and moreover paid him for some months 


Rs. 20 a month ; which was, however, stopped in consequence 
of the recipient continuing his evil course.” 


« A short time ago, some pictures and an idol were stolen 
from a Paris Nauth temple in the village of Khatolie, Moozuffer- 
nuggur District. The stolen property was searched for in vain, 
until a person went to the Sub-Inspector of Police, Jamyuth 
Singh, and asked him to send for the Suraogees, (the sect 
that worship Paris Nauth,) and he would show them the way {0 
recover the stolen property. The Inspector sent for them, and 
asked if thy had found a clue to the lost property ; they re 
plied in the negative ; upon which this thief offered to restore 
all for Rs. 2,000. They collected that sum amongst them, and 
brought it before the Sub-Inspector ; and the money was then 
made over to this thief, ‘who produced the property. Then the 
Suraogees reported the circumstance to the Thannahdar, who 
would not reportit on.: The M agistrate, however, heard of it, 
dnd ordered the thief to be seized, which was done; and the 


Sub-Inspector has been called apon to answer whether the 
case happened before -him.” 


i 
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‘The Oordoo Delhi Gazette, of the 18th of April, ‘the Ussar 
Alum, of the 9th, the Naiga’ Rujistan, of the 10th, and .the 
Meerut. Gazette, of the 1 lth, do not Tequire special notice. 


The Noor-ool Absar, of the 15th of April, publishes the fol- 
lowing, and argues the point as to which is the best employ- 
ment to follow—-that of a tradesman, an artizan, or a servant. 


The writer thinks that for some reasons it is better to be a 


servant, ‘*because no ready money is required for service, 
and wherever the servant goes, he finds employment; whereas it 
is impossible to embark in trade without ready money. There 
are two descriptions of service; one private, and. one public. 


In the latter (Government service) there is dignity; and for 


this reason alone the more respectable classes seek Govern- 
ment employment. In private service, the dignity of the 
master gives dignity to the servant, and day and night the 
pay accumulates ; not so in trade, where there is both profit 
and luss ; and it not unfrequently happens that the collections 
of years goes in one moment. In service there is no loss, but 
all is gain ;” &c., &c. This article is throughout intended to 
show that although great sums may be made in business, still 
there is chance of loss, but that no such risk is run by ser- 
vants, : 
The Lawrence Gazette, of the 17th of April, opens with an 
article containing the opinion of Central Asian affairs by a re- 


tired Englishman, The writer says:—‘‘ Twelve years. haye 
elapsed since a treaty was signed between. France and Rus- 


sia, that the Danube should roll between them. All who re-. 


member those days, well know how discontented were the 
Russians at the prosperity of the Sultan. In those days the 
English were displeased with Russia, and the. Emperor of France 
was Russia’s enemy. This was the position of Russia in Central 
Asia before the Crimean war ;” &c., &«. - The writer, goes on 
to say“that it would have been well had the English assisted 
thé king -of | Bokhara,:when he sent an agent, .both to the 
Sultan-and to:the British - authorities,.and received his answer 
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plainly ftom: both. But that as the British refuted aid, the 
Chief of Bokhara must think that it was refused. in congo. 
guenee of their friendship with the Sultan; for when the 
Sultan refused aid, the British did the same, and the un. 
fortunate man remaisied as he was, with a sad countenance, 
The writer also enquires the reason why the British re- 
fused aid to the Bokkara Chief, knowing that he does not 
deny being under subjection to the English. He conti- 
riues:—=‘''T'o our views it was a round-about business, the not 
sending troops to aid Bokhara; because the wise men of 
England are sitting silent, like the dumb who have eaten 
sweets. If in 1854, the English had not aided the Sultan, 
the Russians would have arrested his country from hin. 
Notwithstanding that many Kings gave assistance to the 
Sultan, no one did this much, viz., had a regular treaty made 
for him with Russia ; and even in the real arrangement there ig 
some difference springing up. The capital of the Sultan js 


not in a good position in regard to Central Asia, except thet 
the inhabitants are Mahomedans. The desire of the Russians 


to possess themselves of Central Asia, and establish an empire 
like Hindoostan, is in our opinion a matter of difficulty. Jn 
Hindoostan there have been from ancient times two castes, 
viz., Hindoo and Mahomedan. The Hindoos are generally 
most bigoted in their ideas of religion, and they think 4 
great deal of it; but unlike the Mahomedans, they do. not 
care to increase converts to it by the force of the sword. : Ii 
the ancient history of the Hindoos were looked into, it would 
read like a tale, and it would be found that the Hindoos spend 
lakhs of rupees in poojaks (offerings, feasts, &c.) ; and excepting 
their own families, and religion, they care not for intercourse 
with the world. The Mussalmans of Hind wish to increase the 
| spread of their religion with or by the power of the sword ; for 
according to their creed a pilgrimage and a crusade are the 
‘ost praiseworthy things in the world, especially to these Ma- 
homedans who call themselves W ala. _ But what can they 
do when the fear of the British Government keeps them dows 
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and they cannot in consequence hold-up their heads? The 
Mahomedans; 100, believe that those who believe in ano- 
ther religion are infidels ;”? &c. &c. The writer goes on to 
say :—** In Hindoostan there are various views expressed 
concerning the advance of the Russians into Hindoostan. 
If they. have a love for commerce, and this be the cause of 
their approach, well and good ; but there are others who think 
that the Russians are really very anxious to rule in Central 
Asia. The English, too, in the taking of Hindoostan ran 
fancy hofses, upon the chance that they aleo might become 
possessors of Central Asia; but this was only idle fancy, at 
the time when Chung-gaize Khan possessed himself of Bokh- 
ara, whence he went to China. What wonder, then, if the 
Russians, after taking Bokhara, go towards Kashgurh.and 
Kokund ; it is said that some of the people have run away. 
from Kokund, and gone to the west of China, where they 
are protected and sheltered. Let us see what will happen.” 


The Allygurh Institute, of the 17th of A pril, contains the 
usual amount of articles and extracts in Oordoo and Eng- 
lish, 


The Malwa Ukbar, of the 8th of April, after extracts frowi 
English. papers, notices the number of European noblemen 
who have recently visited India. Among others, Prince Fre- 
deric of Schleswig Holstein, i is mentioned, as ‘* going about 
Mysore, Deccan, taking sketches of ancient buildings, and | 
hunting down wild elephants. " 


The Punjabee Ukbar, of the 17th of April, and the Adebe 
Hind, of the same date, do not contain anything calling for 
particular notice, ee , 


The Zea-col Ukbar, of the 20th of April, walla the Dei 
held by the Commander-in Chief at Peshawur, without com- 
ment. °* Tt. is. said that the Qommissioner, Mr. Pollock, 
made a speech on the part of the Comimander-in-Chief, and 
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told the, Chiefs that His Excellency was much pleased. with 
his interview ‘with: them.” The Commissioner added, that 
** twenty years ago the management of the country was not so 
oy as it is now, and that crime is not so prevalent ;” &., &e, 


The Moofeed-ool Anam, of the 16th of April, and the Mee. 
rut Gazette, of the 18th, do not require particular notice, 


The Ukbar Alum, commenting upon the system of corporal 
punishment, remarks that it is by no means sufficient punish- 
ment for those who suffer, inasmuch as that they care go 
little about it that they soon repeat the same offences for 
which they are punished. The writer is of opinion that the 
- “system of punishment is not what it ought to be, and that it 
dves not deter others from committing crimes ; or crime would 
not be so frequent ; ” &c., &. The Editor is of opinion that 
the low caste people who do not fear imprisonment and hard 
labor ought to be both flogged and imprisoned ; but for the 
better class of offenders hard labor with imprisonment would be 
sufficient. He also thinks that a ** criminal convicted of a great 
offence ought to be branded on the forehead, as a warning to 
others.” 


The Koh-i-Noor, of the 18th of April, after extracts from 
other papers, mentions a case of poisoning by dhutoora in the 
Bhurtpore district, The case is related as follows :—“A 
Rai went to one of the Tiaunah Chowkees (Police-stations), and 
told the horseman on duty that his child was very ill, and 
that he must follow, or accompany him. After they had 
gone some distance the Rai gave his companion some dhul- 
oora (poison) to drink, upon which he became intoxicated, and 
while in this state, the Rai made a fire and burnt him to ashes. 
- On the third day the deceased’s son-went to:him on some urgent 
business ; and then enquiry. was made for the Baz, who. was 


arrested at Kerowlie, manenee with the man n who had purchased 
_the dead man’s mare?” - | : 
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>The Saiik-ool Ukbar, of the 18th of April, notices the fair 
Jowalla Mutkie, which is said to have passed off with great 
splendour this ‘year. The writer estimates the number of 
people present at about 1,00,000; ** the police were active, 
their arrangements good, and the articles at.the fair sold 
well.” 


The Ukbar Unjumun, of the 18th of April, is made up of 
old news, extracts, &c. 


The Sholatore, of the 21st of April, after extracts from Gove 
ernment orders, other papers, &c., mentions upon the author- 
ity of a Saharonpore correspondent, that the Hurdwar fair 
has been a failure this year ; and as the preparations for it were 
onagrand scale, and not a tenth part of the number of pilgrims _ 
expected were present, great disappointment was felt. The wri- 
ter says that railway works are progressing, but the Hindun 


river and the Malara not being bridged, the line will not be 
open this year. 


Under the heading ‘‘ Rewarree,” it is said that on the day of 
the Hed-ool-Zoha ** there was a great disturbance between the 
Hindoos and Mahomedans, because the latter acted against 
the orders of the authorities, and against ancient custom, by 
killing a cow inside a musjid in the city. Thirty-two years 
have passed since the Mahomedans of this place requested - 
permission to kill cows inside the city ; but, with a right sense 
of justice, the Judge refused to allow it, and ordered that it 
should always take place about four miles from the city, out- 
side the walls. Asin the instance under notice the offence 
was against rule, the Hindoos complained to the Maharajah, 
and the Mahomedans were fined Rs. 200. The Hindoos did 
not approve of this kind of work ; so they got up a committee, 
and determined not to have any dealings with the Mahome. — 
dans in future, giving up ‘all business transactions, &e.,: and 
not even having Mahomedan music at their weddings.” The 
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Editor adds’ that for some time there has been a Mahomedan 
Tehseeldar there, and some rebels seeing which way he leans, 
have been concerned in this disturbance; but that there wag 
formerly great friendship between the Mahomedans and Hin- 
doos, and that such a thing as a disturbance never happened, 
He further thinks that if this Tehseeldar were changed for a 
time, it would be a beneficial arrangement, and prevent a ree 
petition of such scenes, ‘* But,’’ he adds, “* of course whatever 
the authorities please.’’ 


The Gwalior Gazette, of the 12th of April, opens with pro- 
ceedings of the Gwalior Court, orders of the Maharajah, &., — 
&c., Among other things it is said that the police have receiv- 
ed instructions to seize all bad characters who commit depre- 
dations, and further to make good arrangements for the pre- 
servation of the peace. ‘ Ani because those who are notori- 
ously bad characters and Government criminals commit 
themselves in the neighborhood, no positive orders have yet 
been put into execution concerninz their capture ;” &c. Itis 
further stated by the writer that the head-men of villages are 
to be held responsible for such bad characters; and if they 
assist in capturing them, there is some hope of the arrange- 
ments proving successful. The writer gces on to state that 
other improvements have been ordered in the Gwalior terri- 
tories, from which much benefit is expected to result ; among 
other things, some improvements are to be made in the postal 
arrangements, 


The Rohkileund Ukéar, of the 18th of April, publishes a long 
account of the festivities consequent upon the birth of a son 
to the Rajah of Bhurtpore ; the entertainments were expected 
to cost Re. 35,000. 


The Rafa Khaliack, of the Ist of April, the same paper of 
the 15th. the Guine Purdain Puthiki of the —— (no date), and 
another number of the same paper, also without date, and the 
Tutboodnee Puthiki, of the 8st of March, do not. eall for special 
notice, 
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The following vernacular newspapers have been examined 
in this Report, viz. :=—= 
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ee 1868. 1868... 

Nusseem Jounpore, Jounpore, April 14th |April 18th 
Nujm-ool Ukéar, Meerut, » lth » 18th 
Julwatore, Ditto, — » Ilth » 18th 
Oordoo Dehli Gazette, Agra, »» 18th » 18th 
Ukbar Alum, .| Meerut, | +9 9th » 19th 
Naiya Rajistan, ee | Jeypore, » 10th »» 19th 
Meerut Gazette, Meerut, » 15th »» 19th 
Noor-ool-Absar, Allahabad, » 15th » 19th 
Lawrence Gazette, Meerut, oo. oo » 19th 
Allygurh Institute, Allygurh, » 37th » 19th 
Malwa Ukbar, Indore, ._ a. *. oe 
Punjabee Ukbar, | Lahore, » i » 20th 
Adebe Hind, Dehli, ., Ti. ss za 
-Lea-ool Ukbar, Ditto, » 20th » 20th 
Moofeed-ool Anam, Futtehgurh, » 16th 9  2lst 
Meerut Gazette, Meerut, — y 18th 9» 2st 
Ukbar Alum, Ditto, » 16th - =e 
Koh-i- Noor, Lahore, » 18th » «2 ist. 
Sadiq-ool Ukbar, Bhawulpore, » 18th » 22nd 
Ukbar Unjumun, ‘| Lucknow, » 18th »» 22nd 
Sholatore, | Cawnpore, a Sit |» Soe 
Gwalior Gazette, Gwalior, » wo » 24th 
Rohilcund U kbar, | Mor adabad, eee 99 18th 99 24th. 
Rafa Khaliack, Shahjehanpore, » . ist » 24th 
Ditto, | Ditto, see » 15th » 24th 
Guain Pardain, Lahore, soe | JaNy. 22nd 
D at to, Ditto, eee Feby. . 22nd 
Tutboodnee Putthihi, Bareilly, wee | March 31st 20th 
Nagree paper,  - | 20th 
| itto y 3 | gee 7 24th 
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(True translation.) 


GEORGE WAGENTREIBER, 
Government Reporter on the Vernacular Press, 


Upper India. 
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DELHI: 
The 16th May, 1868. 
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